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Students Community Study Published

Is it really possible to have a project that in-
cludes parental and community involvement,
hands on learning, curriculm and technology inte-
gration?

The first grade class at the Mayflower School
in Middleborough has been studying local cran-
berry bogs. Mrs. Anita Rodriguez has involved
parents and commuity business in a project that
integrates science, language arts, art, and tech-
nology.

As part of their project, the students partici-
pated in the hands-on “Bog in a Cup” program
conducted at their school by the South East
Cranberry Association of Growers and a booklet
of interesting activities provided by the Cape Cod
Cranberry Growers' Association. Mrs. Rodriguez
took pictures of local bogs for an online tour and
her students wrote captions for them.

The children used ClarisWorks to write about
cranberry bogs and the Paint and Draw to create
illustrations. They learned about the different
ways in which cranberries can be harvested.

At left is a student’s drawing, done in CWPaint
that describes wet
and dry cranberry
harvesting. With
the help of their
classroom assis-
tant, Mrs. Kathy

Mazzoni, the stud-
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- ¥ “-=7 44 lustrating the
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= T: iy of the bog.
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parents helped to compile Middleboro’s Cranberry
Cookbook which is available online.

Classroom activities and students’ work are
being published by Mrs. Anita Rodriguez as part
of her participation in EduTel Communications’
online course, Integrating Technology into the
Inquiry Based Classroom. The Cranberry Project
and others including students’ artwork is located

at:
<http://www.edutel.org/cranberry/cranberry__
activities.htmi>

Mrs. Rodriguez and her students are currently
creating a home page as well as other activities
which will be published soon! They will be avail-
able at:

<http://www.edutel.org/content_index.html>

To publish students’ work or for information about
online courses and on-site workshops contact:
wyman@edutel.org

CommunityNet and MCAS Preparation

How do you engage in inquiry based hands-on
projects and still cover the basics? Community-
Net projects not only actively involve students in
the study of science, history, and social studies,
but also require that students practice and im-
prove their reading skills as they participate in
research and further develop writing and editing
skills in order to publish their work. Activities and
links for mathematics involve graphing, data
analysis, and problem solving.

The CommunityNet projects, which inte-
grate technology across the curriculum are
aligned with the Massachusetts Curriculum
Frameworks. We are in the process of coordina-
ting the lessons and ac-
tivities of the projects
with the specific strands
and standards of the
Frameworks. These will
be published by project
and strands and will be
available on-line for easy
reference. The Pond-
Watch project is current-
ly available at:

<http://www.edutel.org/frameworks/science_pondwatch.ht
mi>

EduTel is a PDP provider for the Massachusetts
Department of Education.
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UMass Lowell Hosts CommunityNet

We are happy to announce that The Commun-
ity Lab at the University of Massachusetts,
Lowell <http://oceana.uml.edu> is providing network
connectivity for the CommunityNet project. This
support will allow us to enhance the types of ma-
terials that we can publish and to conduct moni-
tored discussions for students and schools in-
volved in the CommunityNet project.

The Community Lab at UMass Lowell pro-
motes communication, cooperation, and collabo-
ration. Neighborhood groups, nonprofit organiza-
tions, associations, and civic groups working in
partnership with the University and one another
receive support for the application of telecom-
munications technologies and other essential
community building tools.

Other educational groups affiliated with the
Community Lab include:

MuseNet, the Multi-User Science Education Net-
work, is a system of computers in the domain
musenet.org providing access to Educational
MUSEs (Multi-User Simulated Environments),
such as MicroMUSE and MariMUSE. It is super-
vised by Dr. Barry Kort ("Moulton™) with assis-
tance from Kevin
Kane ("Frnkzk™).

MUSEs are multi-
user text-based vir-
tual communities ac-
cessible via the In-
ternet. They derive from popular text-based ad-
venture games such as Adventure and Zork. But
MUSEs support real-time interaction among
many participants who collaborate to build their
own world. Thus they support the constructivist
model of learning, in the spirit of Dewey and Mon-
tessori. More than just multi-user programming
environments, MUSEs foster a strong sense of
community among participants.

MicroMuse is a multi-user simulation environ-
ment based at UMass Lowell. The system
features explorations, adventures, and puzzles
with an engaging mix of social, cultural, recrea-
tional, and educational content.

http://www.musenet.org”/

Project IDEA which includes the Merrimac River
; E'itm_ ; Watershed
I D sciplinary Education
k Program is
- jointly
facilitated
by Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wil-
dlife and New Hampshire Fish and Game, along
with support from UMass Lowell and Northern Es-
sex Community College. This project involves
many middle school, high school and college
students in New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
Visit the MRWEP site and see what's new in wa-
tershed studies.
http://idea.uml.edu/

UMass Lowell Model UN Conference is an online,
interactive, conference to enrich
" . . .
iZ-==1 . 1y the high school Social Studies
P}_'.:."r’x -5} teachers' and their students’
J,l. £ -',.-'lf}:.ﬂlr learning experience on the Inter-
| net is now operational. For more
~-_----=;.,,=_--7,-"“r information, visit the site at:

http://www.uml.edu/proj/UN/
Hai_Pho@.uml.edu

The Tsongas Industrial History Center is a place
for stud-
ents to
learn about
the Ameri-
can Indus-
trial Revo-
lution in an
interactive
way. There are hands-on work shops for school
groups. Students "do" history: work on an as-
sembly line, role play immigrants, become inven-
tors, weave, create a canal system. Interdiscipli-
nary programs in topics related to industrial his-
tory are appropriate for grades 4 through 12 and

are affordable and accessible.
http:/7/www.uml.edu/tsongas/

For a complete listing of Community Lab Partners
visit their homepage at:

http://oceana.uml.edu/
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