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New URL for CommunityNet
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The CommunityNet web siteisfor al K-12 stu-
dents and is available in English and Spanish so that
Spanish speaking students may fully participate as
they acquire English skills. Students participating in
the projects, may publish their writings, drawings,
and photos. The projectsinvolve studentsin the
study of their own communities, and include local
scientific monitoring as well as cultural and histori-
cal investigations.

Asaresult of EJuTe’ s reorganization as a non-
profit corporation, the CommunityNet project is
now located at <http://www.edutel.org>.

In addition to the CommunityNet website, EduTel
offersaprofessiona development program that in-
cludes on-line courses and on-site workshops. Par-
ticipants are awarded PDP’ s through the Massachu-
setts Department of Education. Courses and work-
shops are presented by Paul Colombo, director of
EnviroNet and former webmaster for WhaleNet and
Michagla Wyman, an ESL and bilingual teacher who
has used technology with second language learners
to improve learning in content areas aswell as En-
glish acquisition.

Adult ESL Learners are Published

EduTel has electronically published the writings
of Literacy Volunteers ESL students. To seetheir
accomplishments go to:

http://www.edutel.org/publishing_literacy.html

Publishing Opportunities for Students

We look forward to publishing your students
writings, drawings, and photos. If you would like
to motivate your students with publishing opportu-
nities, check out our student publishing page.
Download permission formsin either English or
Spanish, and return the signed forms along with
your students work.

PondWatch begins in September!

The PondWatch project will make students aware
of the importance of ponds as a natural resource.
Students will learn about:

* mapping and other geographical concepts

* water characteristics

 plants, animals and human activitiesin
watersheds

e stewardship and community awareness

Y ounger students will enjoy learning about
macro-invertebrates!

Student Publishing

Workshops

On-line Coures
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More advanced students may become involved
with local conservation commissionsin order to
develop aknowledge of wetland bylaws and the
importance of such legidation. The parameters,
publishing guidelines, and links to many excellent
related sites and lessons are now available on-line.
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Two interesting related sitesinclude:

http://www.ncsu.edu/sciencejunction/depot/experi
ments/water/macr o/

http://ga.usgs.gov/edu/mwater.html

On-line Courses Begin

The following EduTel on-line courses will begin
the first week in October.

Integrating Technology into the Inquiry Based
Classroom

Teacherswill use various types and levels of
technology to promote learner centered, inquiry
based activitiesin their classes. The course meets
the standards of the Massachusetts Curriculum
Frameworks. Readings and activitieswill dea with
the needs of a diverse student population and
especially those of second language learners. The
final project will consist of the electronic publishing
of students materials and teachers lesson plans.
Technical support will be available throughout the
course.

Instructor: Michaela Wyman-Colombo
Credit: 45 PDP's

Internet Basics

This course is designed for those who have just
started using the Internet for communication.
Participants will need email connectivity and an
account that provides "graphic" (PPP-Point to Point)
protocol for World Wide Web use (Netscape or
Internet Explorer). The course will cover abrief
history of the Internet, how it all works, and what's
out there. Specia attention will be given to email,
listserv, newsgroups and what is called "netiquette”.
Using the Internet for research will be discussed
with the web as the principal tool for this activity.
Therole of the Internet in the classroom and using
the net in the learning process will be covered with
various case studies.

Instructor: Paul Colombo
Credit: 24 PDP's

Web Page Devel opment

Participants will learn how to create their own
web pages for either client or server computers.
Specia emphasiswill be given to overall page
design. The course beginswith alook at the
development of HTML coding and the waysin
which webmasters must adhere to the constraints of
various browsers. We will take an in-depth look at
HTML editorsthat are available for both Mac and
Windows platforms in freeware, shareware and
commercial versions. The creation of graphics and
specia attention to their sizefor file transfer will be
covered along with alook at audio and video files.

Instructor: Paul Colombo
Credit: 40 PDP's

On-site Workshops

We are currently scheduling technology workshops
for the 1998-99 school year. These include
technology training and its effective use in the
curriculum.
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